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February 18, 2021

Scott de la Vega

Acting Secretary

U.S Department of the Interior
1849 C St., NW

Washington DC, 20240

Dear Acting Secretary de la Vega:

On behalf of America’s shale industry and about a million American workers across the country, the
American Exploration and Production Council would like to express our desire to be partners with President
Biden’s Administration on addressing climate solutions, as well as our concern with recent actions related

to oil and natural gas production on federal lands.

Secretarial Order No. 3395

While we appreciate the targeted and time-limited approach taken by the U.S. Department of the Interior
(DOI), we respectfully ask that you allow the Secretarial Order No. 3395 to expire by March 20, 2021 and
direct the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in the field offices to resume their authority to approve
permitting of oil and natural gas activities. Additionally, we ask you to restore the authority of department
officials to authorize extensions of existing, approved permits. As you know, these extension requests do
not require additional review under the National Environmental Policy Act. Restoration of this authority
will prevent DOI staff from restarting the process on such permits that have already been reviewed and
deemed acceptable by the local BLM offices.

A permitting shutdown threatens to disrupt planned and ongoing oil and gas operations on valid,
contractually bound leases, which will have a negative impact on local communities as well as state and
federal revenues. This order will have negative environmental consequences, as Sarah Cottrell Propst, New
Mexico’s Secretary of Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources, notes “it [Secretarial Order No. 3395] has
resulted in on-the-ground uncertainties that undermine our ability to safeguard New Mexico’s economy
and environment”.

Federal Lease Ban

We also have concerns with President Biden’s January 27 Executive Order which calls for a “pause” on the
leasing of federal lands. The solution to climate goals cannot be to simply restrict the American oil and gas
industry’s ability to operate. Shuttering American production simply moves production overseas, hurts our
local and state communities and our national economy - and jeopardizes our energy and national security.
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This action puts at risk American jobs and significant sums of revenues provided to the federal government
and states through safe and environmentally responsible production of oil and gas on federal lands. For
example, in New Mexico, where oil and natural gas revenues account for about 40 percent of the state’s
general revenue fund, the administration’s recent actions would cripple the state’s economy. The revenue
generated from oil and natural gas is critical in the funding of New Mexico’s educational system; so much
so that Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham (D-NM) has said that, “without the energy effort in this state, no
one gets to make education the top priority.”

In addition, pausing leasing could hamstring states’ ability to manage wildlife populations and habitat.
According to Brian Nesvik, Director of the Wyoming Game & Fish Department, “[a] blanket ban on new
sales of federal oil and gas leases decreases proponents’ ability to mitigate wildlife impacts because it
restricts potential development locations.”

Oil and natural gas produced in the United States is the cleanest and safest in the world — and subject to
stringent environmental standards. AXPC supports the Biden Administration’s focus on addressing the
global issue of climate change and wants to work with you to develop realistic solutions, without
jeopardizing U.S. energy security or limiting access to affordable, reliable energy. We believe that these are
not mutually exclusive goals. Over the past decade, the U.S. has led the world in emissions reductions —
largely due to the innovations coming from the oil and natural gas industry.

We appreciate your consideration and look forward to supporting this administration’s Build Back Better
agenda with Made-in-America oil and natural gas. AXPC and its members look forward to working with DOI
on workable solutions.

Respectfully,

M’%\ W

Anne Bradbury
CEO
American Exploration and Production Council
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