
 
 

September 23, 2020 

The Honorable John Barrasso, MD 

Chairman 

Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 

410 Dirksen Senate Office Building  

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Dear Chairman Barrasso: 

 

The American Exploration and Production Council (AXPC) appreciates the opportunity to voice its support 

for the Endangered Species Act Amendments of 2020.  We appreciate your leadership on this important 

issue and the steps you have taken to update the Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

  

As you know, AXPC is the national trade association representing the largest independent oil and gas 

producers in the United States.  Our member companies operate in many states around the country, 

including Wyoming.  Dedicated to safety, health, environment, science and technological advancement, 

AXPC members strive to deliver affordable, reliable energy to consumers while positively impacting the 

economy and the communities in which we live and operate. 

 

AXPC supports the modernizations being sought through the Endangered Species Act Amendments of 

2020.  These changes would better reflect present-day voluntary conservation efforts and practices to the 

ESA.   AXPC’s members regularly participate in voluntary conservation measures that include providing 

funding for research and restoration efforts, setting aside acres for land conservation, and implementing 

practices and policies to avoid, minimize or mitigate habitat and species impacts.   

 

The Endangered Species Act of 2020 elevates the role of the states and creates a partnership between the 

states and federal government in implementing the ESA.  In addition to the state and federal partnership, 

the legislation would provide farmers, ranchers, landowners, local governments, and environmental and 

conservation groups with a formal opportunity to provide input into the recovery planning and 

implementation process, which will create increased regulatory certainty for stakeholders who participate 

in conservation practices.   

 

In keeping with the original intent of the ESA, this legislation puts an emphasis on species recovery.  

Requiring recovery goals, along with the creation of recovery teams staffed with federal, state, and local 

wildlife management agencies will help ensure conservation efforts are working and that species can 

receive proper designation once recovery goals are achieved.   

 

The Endangered Species Act Amendments of 2020 will make much needed updates to the ESA to better 

protect and preserve threatened and endangered species and their habitat.  The legislation will create a 

holistic approach in the implementation of the ESA, greater transparency, increased regulatory certainty, 

and encourages conservation practices.    

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on this legislation.  AXPC looks forward to working with 

you and your committee staff on this legislation and future legislative initiatives.   

 

Sincerely,  

 
Anne Bradbury  

CEO, American Exploration and Production Council  


